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Lesson Two: Glimpses of Glory 
“I wish I could help you,” is perhaps the most frustrating of sympathies. 

I know people are often genuine when they say it. But somehow highlighting the fact that 
they cannot only makes me feel more alone in my struggle. Like, it’s nice that you want to 
help me, but please either figure out how to or do not draw attention to the fact that you 
cannot. 

And if Jesus had looked around at a hurting humanity and said, “I wish I could help you,”—well, 
if He had done that, then I’d be out. We’d all be out. 

Jesus’ humility and humanity allow Him to sympathize with us in our weakness. We have a 
Great High Priest who understands the fragility of our flesh. What comfort! 

However, Jesus’ humanity without His divinity is powerless to save. If He was only man, He 
might be able to sympathize with us, but He would not be able to offer us rescue. He might 
weep with us over death, but He could not offer us eternal life. He might love us, but He 
would not have had the authority to extend an invitation to us to enter behind the veil 
(Hebrews 10:20). 

We desperately need a God who understands our humanity. 

We also need a God who is not bound by it. 

Thankfully, in the One True God, we have both. 

In Lesson One, we explored the fact that Jesus was fully Man. Here, we will explore the reality 
that He was also, simultaneously and eternally, fully God. 

The Tabernacle of God 

The gospel of John was written by John, the disciple of Jesus, to the world at large. His 
audience was comprised of both Jewish and Gentile readers. 

1. What does John say was his purpose in writing in John 20:31? 

John wanted his readers to understand that the Son of God had come as the Savior of the 
world—the Author of Life extending the offer of life! 
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Read John 1:1-14. We touched on some of this in the Introduction, but this concept is worth 
circling back to. 

 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14, ESV 

2. In John 1:14, printed above, circle or highlight the word “dwelt.” (If you are a colored 
pen lover, here is your moment!) 

The Strong’s concordance defines the Greek word translated “dwelt” (σκηνόω or skēnóō / 
skay-no'-o, for those of you who care) as:  

“to tent or encamp, i.e. (figuratively) to occupy (as a mansion) or (specially), to reside 
(as God did in the Tabernacle of old, a symbol of protection and communion):—dwell.”1 

3. See Exodus 25:8 and 25:22. Where did the glory of God dwell in the Old Testament 
times, after He called His people out of their slavery in Egypt at the time of Moses? 

4. From the diagram in the appendix (attached), where was the mercy seat located? In 
what room of the Tabernacle and on which side of the veil? 

5. In Exodus 40:34-38, what happened when they finished constructing the Tabernacle? 

After the people of Israel had settled in the Promised Land and established their capital in 
Jerusalem, they constructed the Temple according to the same pattern of the Tabernacle. 

6. What happened in 1 Kings 8:6-11 when they brought the Ark of the Covenant into the 
Holy of Holies? 

Now, at the time of Christ, the full glory of God tabernacled again among men, this time as a 
Man. 

7. How does Mark 9:2-8 reveal the truth about God’s glory dwelling in Jesus? 
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All that glory. All that power. All that holiness. In the Man of Christ. 

8. How do you tend to think of Jesus? Do you need to adjust your thinking to be in line 
with this kind of power and glory? 

I Am 

Read John 6:16-21. 

If you’ve done any of my studies before, you know I’m not usually one to keep bringing up the 
original languages of the Bible. But in this lesson, looking at the words as the authors penned 
them is incredibly helpful to our understanding. 

When Jesus says, “It is I,” in John 6:20, what John actually quotes Him with saying is: ego eimi 
in the Greek, which “can be translated ‘I am’.”2 The ESV Study Bible notes go on to explain 
that “it may allude to God’s self-identification as ‘I AM WHO I AM’ (Ex. 3:14) and may thus be 
an indication of Jesus’ divinity.”3 

9. Read Exodus 3:13-14. When God called to Moses from a burning bush and sent him to 
deliver the people of Israel from their captivity in Egypt, who did God tell Moses to say 
had sent him? 

10. How do you see the power and authority of Jesus in the events of John 6:16-21? 

In John 13:19-20, Jesus is telling His disciples about His impending betrayal and again uses 
this phrase, ego eimi. I am. (It is probably translated “I am he” in your Bible, but the pronoun 
has been added.) 

11. Why does Jesus say that He is telling them these things ahead of time? 

Belief in Jesus really does change everything. He is who He is regardless of our beliefs about 
Him. But our belief and acceptance of who He is changes who we are. It changes our identity. 
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12. If you have believed in who Jesus is, how has your identity changed according to John 
1:12-13? Answer from the text first and then share about your experience if you are 
willing. How has your new identity made a difference in your life? 

Read the account of Jesus’ arrest in John 18:4-7. They’ve added the pronoun “he” in verses 
5, 6 and 7. The original language again just reads, “I am.” Ego eimi. 

13. What happens when Jesus states His Name this way? 

Jesus was making clear claims of divinity (though they are perhaps veiled to our modern 
eyes). The people of His day understood His claims. In fact, it was for blasphemy—for 
claiming equality with God—that Jesus was arrested and crucified. 

The Son of Man 

This accusation of blasphemy is seen more clearly in Mark’s account of Jesus’ arrest. 

Read Mark 14:60-64. 

In verse 62, Jesus calls Himself by another name: “Son of Man.” Jesus uses this name for 
Himself frequently throughout the gospels. It may at first sound like a humble name, and in a 
way it was—it is with humility that God took on the form of Man. But this phrase also 
referred back to a prophesy in Daniel. 

14. What picture does Daniel 7:13-14 paint of the Son of Man? 

Way back in Genesis 3:15, when mankind first realized their need of a Savior, God promised 
that it would the seed of woman—the son of man—who would defeat the enemy of man. 
But in a stunning twist, the Son of Man—worthy of worship and powerful save—would also 
be the Son of God. 

In the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, we find the heart of God for the plight of His people. We also 
find the authority of God to do something about it. He came and dwelt among us that He 
might invite us to dwell forever with Him. 

Jesus refers to Himself as the Son of Man throughout the gospels, but as we wrap up our 
lesson, I want us to look specifically at one more instance. 
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Read Mark 2:1-12. 

15. What does Jesus say first to the paralyzed man who has been lowered through the 
roof (verse 5)? 

16. Why did Jesus say that He healed the man (verses 10-11)? What authority does this 
prove that the Son of Man had? 

Jesus is for healing. He is for wholeness. Read the gospels. See the Father’s heart for His 
people displayed through the hands of His Son. He wants the lame to walk and the blind to 
see.  

But more than anything, He wants you, is for you. 

Come Unveiled 

I’m going to be really honest. I don’t know why sometimes He moves in miraculous ways and 
sometimes He meets us in the pain of the unmet—the unmet expectation or hope or 
request. But I do know this: I know that He is moved by our pleas. I know that He will never 
leave us nor forsake us. This God who would wear our flesh and dwell among us may not 
always answer “yes” but He will always respond. We get to come to Him with our every need 
and trust His power and authority to provide.  

I don’t know how He’ll meet the need. But I know this—He will meet you! 

17. Come to Him now with your needs. Lay them at His feet. Trust Him to meet you in the 
midst of them with the power and authority to help. 

 

 
 

1 "G4637 - skēnoō - Strong's Greek Lexicon (NASB)." Blue Letter Bible. Web. 27 Sep, 2019. 
2 ESV: Study Bible : English Standard Version. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Bibles, 2007. Print. (Note, John 6:20) 
3 Ibid. 
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