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Lesson 8: The Hope of Nations 
(The Divided Kingdom and The Exile) 

On Good Friday a few years ago, I sat on my couch and I mumbled a confession that I didn’t 

want to make. I didn’t want to confess my sin. I didn’t want to uncover my failure. Over the 

course of a few weeks, I had given God approximately 15 other options: how about I do this? 

Or this? Surely this will work? 

And every time His response came sure and steady, silent but clear: how about you do what 

I’ve already asked? 

Finally, the weight of resisting outweighed the risk of obedience. I took a deep breath and I 

did what the Lord had asked. I was shocked by the freedom that came. I was humbled by my 

friend’s kindness, by her willingness to uncover her own failure right there next to mine. I was 

moved by the kindness of a Father who is unswervingly committed to what is best for His 

children. He is faithful to discipline His children rather than neglect them. 

And when we resist His way for us, there are times that His discipline seems weightier than 

we can bear. Until we submit. Until we cease resistance and crumble beneath the faithful 

hand of a Father whose intention is not to crush but to restore. 

1. Is there a time in your own life when you know, looking back, that the Lord was 

leading you one way but you were determined to go your own way? What about 

today? Is there any circumstance in your life where you are tempted to seek your 

own will over the word and will of God? 

The hand of God was heavy on the Israelites during the time of the exile. He allowed them to 

taken into exile in order to discipline them to seek Him. He used that period to remind them 

of who He was and of what He had done for them. 

He has always been a God determined to draw His people to Himself. 
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The Downfall of Solomon 

God had promised David that one of his descendants would sit on the throne forever. We 

saw at the end of the last lesson that, as a result of Solomon’s disobedience, God was going 

to divide the kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 11:9-13). Unlike his father David’s, Solomon’s ways 

were out of step with God’s ways (1 Kings 11:1-8, Deuteronomy 17:14-20). He was not 

leading them in faithfulness to their Suzerain, God Almighty. 

As a result, God spoke to Jeroboam, a man born outside of the line of David. 

2. Turn to 1 Kings 11:26-40. 

à What promise did God give to Jeroboam? (v. 35) 

à What were the conditions of God’s promise? (v. 37-38) 

à How did God still honor His covenant with David? (v. 36, 39) 

3. According to 1 Kings 12:12-20, how was God’s word fulfilled? 

4. After the kingdom was divided and Jeroboam received the throne, did he follow 

God’s commandments? What did he do that was out of step with God’s ways? 

See 1 Kings 12:25-33. 

The Divided Kingdom 

The Northern Kingdom: 

Jeroboam took control of the Northern Kingdom, which retained the name “Israel.” It was 

comprised of the ten tribes in the north. The kings of the North failed to lead the people in 

faithfulness and submission to God. God had told His people how to live to enjoy life in the 

Promised Land. He’d also been very clear about what would happen if they violated His 

commands. 

5. What would be the consequences of their disobedience according to 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20? 
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The kings and the people of the Northern Kingdom didn’t listen to God. But God still spoke to 

them. He still sent prophets warning of their coming destruction and pleading with them to 

turn back to faithfulness to the One True God. 

6. What does it mean to you that God still spoke even though the people would not 

listen? 

Our God is frustratingly committed to His will and to our good. But He will allow us to go our 

own way when we choose to. And that is what the Israelites chose. They did not return to 

God, and in 2 Kings 17:7-23, we read of their defeat at the hands of the Assyrians. The North 

was led into captivity in 722 B.C., but their captivity was different than the one that the 

Southern Kingdom would face 150 years later. 

The Assyrians only carried some of the Israelites out of the Promised Land. They left some 

Israelites there. The Assyrians also sent in foreigners from other nations to repopulate the 

land (2 Kings 17:24). As a result, the land of the Northern Kingdom became a blend of 

nationalities and religions. That land was also known as Samaria. (Yes, as in the “Samaritans” 

of the New Testament!)1 

In the time of Christ, the Samaritans were a people of mixed heritage and culture, looked 

down on by their southern neighbors and in desperate need of the blessing of the God of 

Abraham. 

7. While many of the Jews of Jesus’ time avoided Samaria in their travels, Jesus 

walked right into it (John 4:4). Jesus sat down beside a well and engaged a 

Samaritan woman in conversation. 

à When the woman realized that Jesus was a “prophet” (John 4:19), what did 

she ask Him in John 4:20? 

à From Jesus’ response in John 4:21-26, how does Jesus identify Himself? How 

does salvation come from the Jews? 

The coming hope of Israel was the hope of the nations too. 

The Southern Kingdom: 

The southern portion of the divided kingdom included the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 

though the name Judah is used to refer to the entirety of the South. They remained under 

the rule of the Davidic line. Some of those kings (though not enough of them) turned the 
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wayward people back to their God. They maintained control of Jerusalem and had access to 

the Temple in Jerusalem, and so they maintained some of the proper practices of worship. 

Read 2 Chronicles 36:15-21. 

8. How did God try to warn Judah of the coming destruction? What eventually 

happened? 

God had sent prophets to the Southern Kingdom as well. In His kindness and compassion, He 

had tried to draw His people back to Himself. Finally, God’s compassion took the form of a 

heavy hand of discipline.  

The Southern Kingdom of Judah had gone astray, worshipping other gods and forsaking their 

own. As a result, they too were taken into exile. In 586 B.C., about 150 years after the defeat 

of the North, the Southern Kingdom was conquered by the Babylonians (also known as the 

Chaldeans). In order to lead His people back to Himself, He allowed them to be led into 

captivity by their enemies. 

The Exile 

The relationship of the nation of Israel to the land of Israel made this time of exile especially 

painful for the people. The promise of the land was one of the anchoring promises of their 

faith, and the loss of it was evidence of their lack disloyalty to their God. 

But the painful discipline of God would not last forever. In His kindness, God saw fit to tell 

them how long the period of their exile would last. 

9. From Jeremiah 25:11-12, how long would it last? 

During this period of the exile, the hope for the Messiah—for the Anointed One from the line 

of David—grew. The people longed for one who would reestablish Israel as a secure, 

independent nation in the Land that God has promised to Abraham. The Messiah Himself 

wouldn’t come until more than four-hundred years later, but the promise was pointed to 

again and again. The prophets reminded the people of who God was, of His faithfulness to 

them in the past, and they reminded the people of what God had promised to continue to do 

in the future. 

Isaiah was one of the prophets that God used both before and during the exile. 
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10. In Romans 15:12, Paul quotes Isaiah 11:1. Read both of those references. What 

do they teach us about the coming “root of Jesse”? (Remember Jesse was the 

father of King David.) 

The Coming Messiah would meet the needs of Israel, yes, but He would meet the needs of 

the nations as well. 

11. What else did Isaiah prophesy in Isaiah 9:6-7? 

A Child would be given. And centuries later He was. And at the time of His dedication, His 

parents carried the Christ Child into the Temple, where they met a man named Simeon. 

12. What did Simeon say about Jesus in Luke 2:27-32? 

The Glory did return to Israel. But not in the way that they were expecting. They were looking 

for a king. But what they found had been prophesied by Isaiah as well. 

13. How did Jesus fulfill what Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 53? 

In order for the throne of David to be established forever as God had promised, there would 

have to be an uninterrupted line of kings descended from David. Or. Or there would have to 

be a King, descended from the line of David, who would never die. 

14. Which turned out to be the case? (See Acts 2:22-24.) 

The Suffering Servant wasn’t the king they were expecting. But He brought victory beyond 

what we would dare to hope. Here was the King who faced death and who was unable “to be 

held by it” (Acts 2:24). 

The Risen Christ. The Resurrected King. The Glory of Israel. The Hope of Nations.  
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Wrap-Up 

We can trust the discipline of our most faithful Father. When His hand lands heavy on hearts 

laden with sin, it is not to drive us away but to draw us near. 

Close your time today by reading Psalm 32. 

15. Considering the circumstance you listed in the introduction of this lesson, how 

would you respond to the Lord now? Can you trust His guidance and His 

discipline? Are you willing to go His way? What is your next step in trusting Him? 

1
 Myers, Allen C. The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987. Page 907. 

                                                             


