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Lesson 7: The Son of David 
(1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11) 

Last week, we saw that the Israelites rejected God as their king when they asked for an 

earthly king in order to be like the surrounding nations. They were seeking a king who could 

lead them in military exploits and protect them from foreign oppression, but what they failed 

to realize was that the peace and security they sought would only be found in submission to 

God and His covenant. 

God had set them apart and made them holy. It was His intent that they be different than 

their neighbors. However, they undervalued His presence among them and desired to be like 

everybody else. 

Even as I type that, I realize how quickly I will do the same. I will seek to blend in at the 

expense of something God has asked me to do. I will try to “fly under the radar” when I sense 

the Lord prompting me to speak up. Or I will speak up when I know the Lord would have me 

hold my tongue. I am tempted to believe that life without Him would be simpler, that I’d be 

better off pursuing my own way, as though there is anything that could ever compare with 

the Presence of God. 

1. In what ways do you seek to be like everybody else? Can you sense God calling 

you to be “set apart” in any specific way? Why are you tempted to resist? 

The Israelites asked to be like everybody else, and God gave them what they wanted. He 

gave them a king. But that king, Saul, didn’t lead the Israelites in a way that was honoring or 

pleasing to God. 

The Difference in David 

Saul didn’t lead the Israelites in subjection to God as Suzerain. And as a result, God removed 

the kingdom from him. God would not establish the monarchy through Saul. Instead, God 

sought another king, a man after His own heart (1 Samuel 13:14). 

The Lord called Samuel to anoint another king—David. But it would be years before God 

actually handed the kingdom of Israel over to David. Saul had been a logical choice for king, 

the kind of king the people of Israel had expected. David? Not so much. 
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Read about David’s anointing in 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 

I find it troubling that after all that, Samuel just “went to Ramah” (1 Samuel 16:13), leaving 

David to sort through the repercussions of his anointing. 

2. According to 1 Samuel 16:19, where could David be found after the anointing 

ceremony? 

Samuel went to Ramah. David went back to the pasture. The future king of Israel went back 

to tending sheep. I wonder what he thought of all that had transpired. 

I wonder if you’ve ever felt that way. I highly doubt any of us have been anointed to lead a 

nation, but I’d bet we all face circumstances where we expected more significance, more 

acknowledgment, more respect, more excitement than we’ve found in our daily reality. I 

mean, they make this whole “trusting God” deal sound a bit more worthy of fanfare than it 

typically turns out to be. 

3. Is that true of your own life? Has following the Lord not turned out to be as 

exciting or as celebrated as you expected? 

We hear that God has called us to lives of purpose and significance. And then we find 

ourselves in the same fields among the same sheep, and we might wonder if we heard God 

wrong. But what if we haven’t? What if the call was clear? What if He really has set you apart? 

What if the Lord really does have meaning and purpose and significance for your life? 

And what if He intends for you to live in that purpose right there where you stand? 

4. What are some ways that God is using you in the places that He has planted you? 

How does that change your perspective of the significance of those tasks and 

the people that you interact with daily? 

He sees you, and it matters. I hope that that renews your strength. I pray that the Spirit 

revives your zeal and your perseverance to keep seeking the Lord right where you stand. I 

pray that He encourages you in your purpose apart from any fanfare that may or may not 

come your way. 

David’s resolute faithfulness and courage in tending the sheep would serve him well as he 

moved through his life toward the inheritance of the kingdom. 
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5. How do you see David’s courage displayed in 1 Samuel 17:37 and 17:45-47? 

How had his time as a shepherd prepared him for this moment? 

6. In light of what you’ve seen about David and of Saul (in the last lesson), 

summarize their differences. 

It would be years before David would inherit the throne of Saul. But in his humility and his 

submission to God’s ways and timing, he still recognized Saul’s authority although he knew 

that he would one day receive his kingdom.  

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-5. 

7. How does this encounter display David’s respect for God’s anointing and his 

trust in God’s timing? 

The Davidic Covenant 

David displayed his faithfulness to God as Suzerain both before and after he received the 

position of king for which he’d been anointed. He wasn’t perfect. He made some pretty 

terrible decisions at times. But God recognized his heart of loyalty, and even in the New 

Testament, David is still referred to as a “man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). 

 When Saul died, David was crowned king of Israel (2 Samuel 2, 5). As an outflow of his loyalty 

to God, Israel experienced great military victories under David’s leadership. He expanded the 

boundaries of the land to those that were promised to Abraham, and when he did, David 

moved the capital of Israel to Jerusalem. He moved the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem as 

well, centralizing worship (2 Samuel 6).1 

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17, where we find God making a covenant with David. 

8. What was David’s request in verses 1-3? 

9. What was God’s response about building a temple for the Lord in verses 4-7? 

From 1 Chronicles 22:6-10, what additional information do you learn about the 

building of the Temple? 
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10. What did God promise in this covenant to do for Israel (v. 8-11) and for David (v. 

12-17)? 

11. What would be the duration of this covenant? (2 Samuel 7:17) 

David’s Descendant 

In accordance with God’s covenant, David’s son Solomon succeeded his father as king of 

Israel (1 Kings 1-2). Solomon would build the Temple during his reign (1 Kings 6), establishing 

Jerusalem more firmly as the central place of worship for the Israelites. The Temple had the 

same basic layout as the Tabernacle and contained the same seven pieces of furniture. 

12. From 1 Kings 8:6-11, what happened when the Temple was completed and the 

Ark was brought into it? What does that remind you of? 

13. From 1 Kings 6:11-13, have the Old Covenant and its requirements changed? 

Even in this time of Israel’s flourishing, God remained the Suzerain of the vassal nation of 

Israel and required the loyalty of Israel and its king. 

14. Look back to Deuteronomy 17:14-20. Consider 1 Kings 11:1-8. How was 

Solomon out of step with God’s expectations of Israel’s king? 

15. From 1 Kings 11:9-13, what would God do as a result of Solomon’s 

unfaithfulness? 

The period of the divided kingdom, which would follow Solomon’s reign, was a result of 

Solomon’s disobedience, calling into question God’s promise to David. Would the throne of 

David indeed be established forever? Would the faithfulness of God fail? Did it hinge on the 

faithfulness of His very human people? 
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Next week, we will see even more questions arise concerning this covenant with David. 

16. But for now, look ahead to Matthew 1:20 and Luke 1:32-33. How would the 

throne of David ultimately be established forever? 

Generations after David’s anointing, the Anointed One would take His place upon the throne 

of David. After years of longing for a Davidic king, One would come—dressed not in regal 

robes but in swaddling clothes, crowned not with honor but with thorns. 

Wrap Up 

Solomon was not the “son of David” for whom the people longed. In the temporal, the 

promise seemed threatened and its fulfillment appeared to stall. 

We so often look for a temporal fulfillment of an eternal promise. And we’re disappointed 

when it feels like God falls short of keeping His word. 

In my own life, the most temporal fulfillment I’m tempted to look for is marriage. I’m tempted 

to measure God’s faithfulness against it, tempted to let it determine so many things about 

how much I’ll trust Him. But here’s the thing: God has promised me a lot of things. Peace. Joy. 

Comfort. His Presence. Abundant life. 

But He hasn’t promised me a husband. And I would be missing the promises He does have for 

me if I was measuring His faithfulness only by the emptiness of my left hand. 

17. What circumstance are you tempted to measure God’s faithfulness against? 

What temporal fulfillment are you seeking in place of the eternal promises that 

God has made? What promises has He made and how is He fulfilling those in your 

own life today? 

1
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