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Lesson 4: The I Am 
(Exodus 1-18) 

God’s promise to bless all nations through the seed of Abraham comes to ultimate 

fulfillment in the Man of Christ. But until the time of Jesus, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob still purposed to use the people He’d set aside for Himself in order to bring blessing 

and provision to the surrounding nations. 

That is what we see Him do in the life of Israel’s eleventh son, Joseph. The final chapters of 

Genesis tell the story of Joseph. His ten older brothers were jealous of Israel’s favorite (and 

spoiled) son, and they sold him into slavery. Through a series of events, Joseph winds up in 

power in Egypt, where he is positioned to administer food and provision to Egypt and the 

nations during a great famine in the land. 

In Genesis 50:20, Joseph declared about his brothers’ betrayal: “As for you, you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 

alive, as they are today.” God was using the Israelite people, set apart for Himself, to bless 

the ones around them even before He sent the Seed through them. 

1. Although Jesus has already conquered death on the cross, we are also in a time of 

waiting for the final fulfillment of His promises. We still await the return of Christ, 

when He will destroy death and set all things right. Even as we wait for that final 

fulfillment of His promise and provision, how have you experienced the gifts and 

blessings of God in a season? 

He will fulfill every promise that He’s made. But even in the midst of waiting, we can enjoy His 

faithful presence and provision. 

The Call of Moses 

As Exodus opens, four-hundred years have passed since the closing of the book of Genesis. 

The seventy-person family of Joseph had grown into a multitude. The rulers who knew of 

Joseph’s wisdom and provision through the famine were gone, and new leadership had risen 

to power. The Hebrew people (the descendants of Abraham) were perceived as a threat to 

the nation in which they dwelt. As a result, the Egyptian Pharaoh ordered all the Hebrew baby 

boys to be drowned. (Exodus 1) 
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Which is what leads us again to the promise of God enclosed inside a vessel made to 

withstand the waves. 

Read Exodus 2. 

2. Where did Moses’ mother put her son when he was too old for her to hide? 

Do you know where else that word is used—the word used to describe the “basket” that 

Moses was placed inside? If you think in terms of water, I bet you can guess: it’s the same 

Hebrew word used to describe Noah’s “ark.”  

The ark of Noah. The basket of Moses. The protection and provision of a mighty God. The 

preservation of the promise, though we may not see it yet. 

Moses’ mother likely didn’t see it clearly either. She knelt and traced his lips just one more 

time with her fingers—here was the child who’d been knit together in her own womb, the son 

she had nursed, the one she’d hidden as long as she could. She’d hoped he’d be spared. She’d 

hoped he’d have life. She’d hoped she might be able to protect him. But it had come to this: 

she tucked her tiny son inside of a basket and prayed that he might be delivered once again. I 

wonder if she found the moment full of promise or tragedy or both. 

3. I asked you in the Lesson 2 if you could think of a time when you’d seen God’s 

protection take the form of an ark in your life—of something you didn’t expect and 

perhaps didn’t enjoy but can see His hand in now. I want to ask you a similar question 

again but with a slightly different focus. Is there anything you’ve set aside that God 

might have intended to preserve? Kneeling here beside Moses’ mother, is there 

anything dear to you that you have placed in a basket among the reeds, hoping for 

the best but fearing the worst? Pause a moment in prayer and ask the Lord to bring 

to mind anything that you fear you’ve lost but that He might have intended to 

preserve. If He brings something to mind, I encourage you to ask someone else to 

pray with you that God will show you how He intends to preserve it and return it to 

you. Perhaps it’s time to stand with Pharaoh’s daughter and watch the provision of 

God lift that life from the water and reeds. 

Moses was delivered. He was pulled from the river by Pharaoh’s daughter. An Israelite raised 

in an Egyptian home, Moses later killed an Egyptian for mistreating a Hebrew man. He then 

fled to the land of Midian. (Exodus 2:11-22) 
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4. In Exodus 2:23-25, what did the people of Israel do and how did God respond? What 

did He remember? 

5. What do you think it means that God “remembered”? Had He forgotten? How do you 

make sense of this? 

Read of Moses’ encounter with God in Exodus 3. 

6. What two names did God identify Himself by in this passage? (See verses 14 and 

15.) How long is that to be His name? 

“I AM WHO I AM.” Here God reveals His covenant name (“LORD”) that we’ve been reading 

since Genesis 2.1 Moses, who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament, likely 

remembered this moment every time He used the Name to speak of God throughout his 

writings. It declares God’s covenant-nature: He will be faithful to the promises He’s made. 

7. What does it mean to you personally that “God is who He is”? Does that comfort 

you? Challenge you? Concern you? How do you react to this reality? 

The Passover 

In Exodus 4-10, God sends Moses to Pharaoh with the accompanying plagues in order to 

display the power of “I AM WHO I AM.” But Pharaoh refused to listen. He would not let God’s 

people go. In Exodus 11, the tenth and final plague is threatened: the death of the firstborn. 

The tenth and final plague introduced the Passover, which pictures the provision of God to 

His people. Passover would become the focal point of the Israelite religion and faith. It is the 

first of the seven annual feasts ordained by God. 

Read Exodus 12:1-28. 

8. Consider the account of the first Passover: 

à What were the Israelites to do? (v. 1-11) 
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à What would the Lord do in response to their actions? (v. 12-13) 

à How were they told to remember this day? (v. 14-20) 

Continue reading Exodus 12:29-42. 

9. Refer back to the LORD’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:13-14. What did He say 

would happen to Abraham’s descendants? In Exodus 12:41, how do you see God 

keeping His promise? 

10. How long were the Israelites told to observe the Passover feast?  

New Testament Significance 

I hope this section is as fascinating to you as it is to me. Please don’t try to convince me that 

the Old Testament is insignificant to the Christian faith. It is the foundation upon which our 

faith stands. And today, in the shadow of the cross, if we pause to listen, we can still hear 

the bleating of those very first Passover lambs. 

Jesus’ death coincided with the celebration of the Passover feast. In fact, what we refer to 

as the “Last Supper” was the final Passover that Jesus celebrated with His disciples—but 

more on that next week! 

11. What did Paul call Jesus in 1 Corinthians 5:7? 

12. Refer back to Exodus 12:3-5. 

à What were the requirements of the Passover lambs?  

à Where did those lambs live for the four days before the Passover feast? 

As Jesus was entering Jerusalem, the Israelites were taking the annual Passover lambs into 

their homes. As Jesus was being tried before the courts, those lambs were being inspected 

for blemish or defect.2 
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13. What did Pilate declare of Jesus in John 19:4? 

Our Passover Lamb was found to be guiltless. Without blemish. Without fault. 

And then, on that Passover day all those years ago, as the Passover lambs were carried to 

the temple for their sacrificial slaughter, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God carried a humble 

cross up a Judean hillside. 

Not an unwitting victim. But a willing sacrifice. 

14. What did Jesus say of Himself in John 10:7-8? What does it mean to you that He laid 

down His life for you? 

Lord Jesus, restore us to the joy of Your salvation! 

It’s nearly too much. But there’s more. Just before Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, something 

else extraordinary happened that looks back to these events in Exodus. 

Read John 18:1-11. You’ve had a lot of reading this week, but I promise this will be worth it! 

15. In verses 5, 6 and 8, your Bible likely reads “I am He,” but the direct translation would 

simply be “I am.” What does that signify? 

16. What happens when Jesus declares Himself to be the One they were seeking: “I 

AM”? 

Here was the Son of God come as the Seed of Woman. In the final hours of His earthly life, 

the power and magnificence of “I AM WHO I AM” leaked from humble, human lips. The force of 

it knocked the people over. Here is Christ’s scarcely veiled claim of deity. The Great I AM 

wrapped in fragile flesh; Life Himself submitted to death for the love of His world. 
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Wrap-Up 

The Lord was faithful in the finality of the cross, and He was faithful in every moment leading 

up to that one. He is faithful in the big and the small. In the ultimate and the immediate. 

17. How would you describe the season you are in now? Are you waiting for the LORD to 

show Himself faithful in some area of your life? What are you looking for Him to 

ultimately do? Where do you see His faithful provision even as you wait? 

1
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 Dr. Richard Booker, Celebrating Jesus in the Biblical Feasts (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 2016), 40-41. 

                                                             


