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Lesson 3: The Lion of Judah 
(Genesis 12-50) 

I’ve become increasingly convinced that we have confused faith with the ability to explain. 

We’ve mistaken trust for understanding. And so when we don’t understand, we think we 

aren’t trusting. When we can’t explain the reason for something, we worry that we don’t have 

faith. 

And it’s crippling us. We are paralyzed, but instead of reaching our hands up to a mighty God, 

we fix our eyes on the ground beneath our feet and try to figure out what He’s doing. When 

He’s mysterious or when we’re confused, we become consumed with searching for His 

purpose and forget that He’s invited us into His presence. 

What if God’s not asking us to figure Him out? What if He’s inviting us to trust Him even when 

we can’t? 

It’s one of the things I love about Abraham. Abraham was called a “friend of God” (James 

2:23). When Abraham didn’t understand the promise, he asked questions. When he couldn’t 

explain God’s ways, He still trusted his Friend. And like the faithful Friend that God is, He 

answered—not with explanation but with reassurance of who He was. And even though the 

circumstances might have still been muddled (and his obedience was imperfect at best), 

Abraham’s trust deepened and his faith in the faithfulness of God increased. 

Might we learn to do the same? To wonder. To ask. To trust. To look up when we do not “get 

it” and ask that we might find nothing less than the heart of God.  

To find that our need to know God far outweighs our need to comprehend all His ways. 

The Call of Abraham 

We’ve traced the promise from Eve through Seth. We’ve seen it preserved on the ark. It was 

confirmed to Shem. And here in the life of Abraham, we find the promise secured. 

Read Genesis 11:27-12:7. 

[Note: Abraham is called Abram through Genesis 17, but for simplicity and consistency, I’m 

going to call him Abraham throughout this lesson.] 

In Genesis 12:1-7, we see the call of Abraham and the specific promises of God to him. Here, 

the promise of God for the redemption of is expounded upon. In these verses, God promises: 
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Þ To show Abraham a land and to give that land to his offspring (12:1, 7) 

Þ To make a great nation from Abraham (12:2) 

Þ To bless those who bless Abraham and his descendants and to curse those who 

curse them (12:2-3) 

Þ To bless all the families of the earth through Abraham (12:3)  

Even as God called this one man to establish one nation, God still had in mind all the peoples 

of the earth. I don’t want us to lose sight of that. He is calling the one to save the many. 

Read Genesis 15. 

1. How does God expound upon his promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:1-6? Who will be 

Abraham’s offspring? (In verses 3 and 5, that’s our word—seed!) 

2. Why was this part of the promise so hard for Abraham to believe? (See Genesis 

11:27-31.) And what did he ask of the Lord in Genesis 15:8? 

Even as Abraham seems to wonder at the word of God, the Lord saw his faith (Romans 4:20-

23). Abraham may have wondered at the way that God would do what He had promised, but 

he seems to be strangely confident that God would do it. He may not have fully understood 

God, but he did appear to trust Him.  

3. How do you understand the difference between trusting God and understanding 

God’s ways? Do you think it is possible to “have faith” even in the midst of our own 

questions and doubts? What examples of this can you think of from your own life? 

God honored Abraham’s faith even in the space of the questions. He met Abraham not with 

correction or condemnation but with this strange confirmation of the promise—with the 

cutting of the covenant. What is foreign to us would have been familiar to Abraham. 

In the ancient near east, a suzerain/vassal treaty or covenant (which is likely what we see 

here in Genesis 15) was commonly made between two people or two people-groups: one of 

greater power and one of lesser power. The more powerful member of the covenant had the 

right to demand submission from the weaker partner. In other words, the suzerain was 

dominant over the vassal. The vassal, in return for the protection and other benefits offered 
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by the suzerain, owed his life and land to the suzerain. For obvious reasons, it was in the 

vassal’s best interest to remain loyal to the suzerain, and the suzerain had every right to 

revoke the covenant should the vassal violate the agreement.1 

In Genesis 15, God initiated what at first appeared to be a common covenant-ratification 

ceremony. The Lord (the suzerain) told Abraham (the vassal) to slaughter certain animals and 

cut their flesh in half. Normally the vassal (Abraham) would then have passed through those 

pieces of flesh, declaring with his actions: “May what has happened to these animals happen 

to me if I fail to keep my oath (cf. Jeremiah 34:18-22).”2 May my life be required should I fail 

to keep this covenant. May my flesh be torn in two. May my blood be spilt. 

Instead of requiring the vassal to pass through the pieces of flesh, however, God did the 

unthinkable. The Lord Himself passed between the pieces as “a burning pot and a flaming 

torch” (Genesis 15:17). 

4. What was the main point of this covenant ceremony according to Hebrews 6:13-18? 

In an act of appalling faithfulness, God obligated Himself to His people. He bound Himself to 

His promise, guaranteeing the fulfillment of His plan because it hinges on the Lord alone. 

Against the backdrop of man’s faithlessness, the faithfulness of God will stand. 

5. Read Galatians 3:8-9, 16 and 29. (This chapter is largely comparing the Law, which will 

come through Moses, and the faith of Abraham. But in the midst of that discussion, it 

makes this point about the future blessing of the nations.) How would God ultimately 

bless all the families of the earth through Abraham? 

The covenant that the Lord established with Abraham and his descendants is an everlasting 

covenant, which continues to this day. Because God is the only One upon whom the security 

of this covenant rests, there is nothing man can do to nullify the promises that God made 

over 4000 years ago to Abraham. Genesis 15 is a pivotal point in the story of man’s 

redemption. Instead of requiring man to pass through the divided animals’ bloody flesh, God 

Himself passed through the pieces. Instead of demanding the vassal to put his life on the 

line, God declared to His covenant people: 

 May My life be required should this covenant be broken. 

  May My flesh be torn in two. 

   May My blood be spilt. 
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And 2000 years later on a rugged wooden cross, with the words of this very promise echoing 

through the heavens, the God-Man gave up His life. When we were found incapable of 

walking perfectly before Him, the sinless One took on our sin that we might take on His 

righteousness. 

We may not always understand the ways of God, but His heart toward us can be trusted. 

Isaac 

The curtain closes on this astounding covenantal commitment of God. And as it reopens, we 

find a scene we would not expect. 

God has just pledged unwavering faithfulness to Abraham, and yet we find Abraham taking 

responsibility for the fulfillment of the promise. Abraham and Sarah succumb to the 

temptation we all face—to secure the ends by whatever means we can control. God had 

promised Abraham that a son would come from his own body. In the face of natural 

barrenness, Sarah submitted her servant to carry the seed. The result was indeed a son, but 

that son was not the seed. 

Time does not permit us to explore God’s faithfulness to that son and his mother. Abraham 

and Sarah did disobey God. They got ahead and of Him and tried their own hand at 

faithfulness. And it failed. But God did not forsake Ishmael because of his father’s mistake.  

God’s covenant would not continue through his line (Genesis 17:19), but God would be 

gracious to him (Genesis 17:20; 20:20-21). 

Thankfully God’s promise did not depend on his people. We’re going to continue tracing God’s 

promise through His faithful provision of the seed of Abraham. 

6. Read Genesis 17:15-21. What other bit of information do you learn about the 

promised heir from these verses? Through whom would the covenant continue? 

The events surrounding Isaac’s birth were nothing less than a miracle. Just as the 

fruitfulness of Abraham and Sarah failed, the faithfulness of God stepped in. And the couple 

understood. They recognized the holy hand of the Lord in Isaac’s miraculous conception. 

God’s provision could not be denied. And His faithfulness grew their faith. 

Read Genesis 22:1-19. 

7. In Genesis 16, we saw Abraham scheming with Sarah in order to aid God in keeping His 

promise. How does that compare with Abraham’s actions in Genesis 22? 
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Isaac was the embodiment of God’s faithfulness to Abraham. And yet at the call of the 

Provider, Abraham was open-handed with the provision. 

8. How does Hebrews 11:17-19 shed some light on Abraham’s trust as it is displayed in 

Genesis 22:8? 

The preservation of Isaac is linked to the faithfulness of God. Perhaps what we see here is 

evidence of Abraham’s realization that he may not understand God’s ways, but he is learning 

to trust Him. 

9. What does Abraham declare to be true of God in Genesis 22:14? 

The Lord will provide. And on the mount of the Lord it shall be provided. I can’t wait until we 

hear the reverberating echoes of that promise throughout the rest of the Scriptures. But we 

would be remiss if we didn’t acknowledge that it’s still true today, that it’s still true for us—

not only eternally but also daily.  

The Lord will provide. I pray it looks the way we hope. I pray we’ll trust Him even if it doesn’t. I 

pray for hearts that beat with faith even when our eyes blink with confusion. I pray for the 

faith of Abraham—not a perfect faith but one learning to trust the hands of a Provider even 

when we cannot yet see the provision. 

Jacob and His Twelve Sons 

I think it’s safe to say that Abraham and his descendants were not the upstanding citizens 

that we might have expected. But this is the way the promise persisted—never reliant on 

man but firm in the faithfulness of God. 

10. What is one area of your life where you have seen God provide for you? How did it 

build your faith? If you have a current need, how does that past faithfulness of God 

affect your trust in Him? 
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11. What did God confirm to Isaac in Genesis 26:1-5? How does it relate to God’s 

promises to Abraham and especially to the seed? 

Isaac married Rebekah, and they had twins (Genesis 24-25).  

12. What did the Lord tell Rebekah about the boys in Genesis 25:23? 

Again because of the scope of this study, we’re not going to spend a lot of time looking at 

the boys’ lives, but I do want to look at one detail about the birthright that passed through 

Isaac’s line. 

Read Genesis 25:29-34. 

In the ancient patriarchal society, the birthright of the firstborn was of utmost importance, 

including the rights and privileges of inheritance and leadership of the family. The swirling 

manipulation may make our heads spin, but the gravity of the birthright seems to have been 

lost on Esau. The birthright was significant in all of the middle east, but in this family of the 

covenant, the birthright was sacred. 

13. What does Genesis 25:34 explain about Esau’s attitude toward his rights and 

responsibilities as the firstborn son? His reputation only gets worse in the New 

Testament. What does Hebrews 12:16 tell us about Esau’s heart? 

Our western minds likely find all of this a bit severe. And unfair. We may be inclined to 

question the validity of this exchange of the birthright, but God confirmed it. Fleeing the 

murderous wrath of his brother Esau, Jacob encounters the Lord in a dream. 

Read Genesis 28:10-17. 

14. Who would God continue this promise through? What did He confirm in these verses? 

(Pay attention to the “seed” / “offspring” in verses 13-14.) 
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God confirmed that His covenant with Abraham and Isaac would continue with Jacob. And 

Jacob, declared: “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it” (Genesis 28:17). 

15. Have you ever encountered God in a place that you didn’t expect it? How did He make 

you realize that He was there? How did it change your outlook? 

Jacob would go on to marry Rachel. And Leah. And have children with both of their servants. 

The family of Abraham would grow amid varying schemes and deceptions of Jacob, his in-

laws and his children. Yes, the faithlessness of man persisted. But even if we are perplexed 

by these vessels, the promised seed was secure. The faithfulness of God would remain. He 

knew what He was doing when He obligated Himself to uphold the promise on his own—His 

people would fail over and over and over again. 

Jacob was renamed “Israel,” and his twelve sons grew to be the twelve tribes of Israel. The 

promise of the land and the blessing was extended to Jacob’s entire family. 

But the line of the seed could continue through only one son.  

Approaching the end of his life, Israel called his sons together and spoke blessings over 

them. Israel’s words revealed that his three oldest sons had disqualified themselves from 

the rights and privileges of the firstborn. Neither Reuben, Simeon nor Levi received the 

blessing due the firstborn. 

And so we come to Israel’s fourth son: Judah. 

16. Read the blessing of Judah in Genesis 49:8-12. 

à What is Judah compared to in verse 9? 

à What will not depart from Judah according to Israel’s words in verse 10? 

17. What is Jesus called in Revelation 5:5? 

The plans and intentions of God have not changed. From cover to cover the Word breathes a 

promise of the Seed. Of the Messiah who came to fulfill that promise. Of the Savior who is 

the Lion from the tribe of Judah. Of the One who may at times confound our understanding 

but who has shown Himself worthy of all of our trust. 
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Wrap-Up 

I know that we flew through a lot of Genesis this week. Take a minute and reflect on what 

you’ve observed and how God has shown Himself to you in your study of His Word. 

18. What has made the greatest impression on you in these stories of the foundation of 

God’s people? How will you respond to what He has revealed? 

 

1 Sandra L. Richter, Epic of Eden (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008), 72-73. 
2 Richter 77. 

                                                             


