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Lesson 1: A Promise Made 
The book of Genesis opens with all the power and splendor we might expect of the Word of 

God. Into a dark void, a magnificent God speaks and a world swirls together. Surely nothing 

could thwart the intention of the Creator. And yet, just a few pages into this hefty, holy Book, 

we find a creature gone astray. 

Juice drips from Eve’s lips. Adam points a finger. Man and woman are divided for the first 

time. And no one can blame them for hiding from the One whose word they’d strayed. 

A consequence is coming. We cringe and cower with them, expecting the Ruler’s words to be 

as destructive as they were creative. When the Creator finds His creature, the consequence 

does come. But in the breath before the discipline, we find the promise that sustains our 

hope. 

The mighty King was not hunting His creation down; He was seeking them out. Do I dare 

believe that He might still be seeking me? 

The Perfection (Genesis 1-2) 

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3. 

The first thing we find as we open our Bibles is an account of creation. But we will miss the 

whole point if we do not find in that account an introduction to the Living God. 

1. As you read through these first paragraphs of Genesis, what strikes you about who 

God is? How do you see Him revealed in this account of creation? What do you 

observe about His power and authority? Make a list of His attributes, characteristics 

or actions that stand out to you. 

As people living with access to Jesus as He is revealed in the New Testament, I think that 

one of our temptations is to somehow separate the humble Man of Jesus from the powerful, 

awe-inspiring God that we find at creation and throughout the Old Testament. Jesus’ disciple 

John, who wrote the gospel of John, the letters of 1-3 John and the book of Revelation, 

seems to have anticipated this potential disconnect. 
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2. John 1:1-5 echoes back to this creation narrative. According to this passage, where 

was Jesus (the “Word”) during the creation of the world? Was Jesus created during 

this event? 

3. Looking back to Genesis 2:1-3, what did God do after He was finished creating? 

God rested because His finished creation was operating according to His intent. We can get 

a picture of His intention for His creation as we continue reading in Genesis 2:4-2:24. 

In our western world of text books and flow charts, this “second account” of mankind’s 

creation seems to contradict what we’ve just read. At the very least, it will give us pause. 

There are some apparent discrepancies. But here is where we must allow the Bible answer 

the questions that its authors (and Author) intended to answer rather than demand from it 

what it did not mean to offer.  

Don’t misunderstand me: I’m not suggesting we limit the Bible’s power. But let’s honor God’s 

authority and intention when He penned these words through its earthly writers. Scripture 

doesn’t have to present a scientific thesis in order to accomplish the purpose for which it 

was written. 

I best understand Genesis 2 as a zooming in on the very broad picture of God’s work in 

creation that is painted in Genesis 1. If Genesis 1 highlights God’s power in creation, Genesis 

2 highlights the tender care with which He breathed life into mankind. 

4. Look at Genesis 2:4. How is God’s name in this verse different from His name used 

throughout Genesis 1? 

In most Bibles, you’ll see His name written as “LORD God” (with LORD written in all caps). The 

title LORD in our translations is used where the Hebrews used the name Yahweh or 

Jehovah—the holy name of God that would call to mind the covenant nature of our God. In 

this more detailed account of the creation of man, God’s covenant name is used. It is 

through covenant relationships that God has and will relate to His people, and so the use of 

the name LORD God here ought to call us to attention: this great and powerful and majestic 

God is also a God who chooses to relate intimately with His creation. 
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5. How do you see the LORD God’s intimacy in relating to His people in Genesis 2:4-24? 

What do you learn about His original intent for mankind? 

6. Read Psalm 8:3-9. With what has God crowned mankind? 

We were not intended for the fallen world in which we’ve landed. We were created for the 

beauty of Eden, for the splendor of relationship with our Creator. For glory and honor and 

dominion within His creation. We were not created to rival Him but to point to Him. We were 

created in the image of God to display His glory to the world in which we dwell. 

7. Can you believe that that is true of you? That beneath the sin and shame and 

brokenness, God’s original intent for you is glory and honor and dominion? How does 

that settle? 

Created for glory. Swimming in sin. Clearly something has gone terribly awry. 

The Problem (Genesis 3:1-13) 

If we could somehow read those first two chapters of Genesis as though we’ve never heard 

them before, our brows would furrow as we glance furtively around a world that seems 

unfathomable in light of God’s intent. 

And our hearts would sink from confusion to defeat as we continued reading. 

Read Genesis 3:1-13. 

8. Compare Genesis 1:26 to Genesis 3:5-6. What strikes you as odd about Eve’s desire 

to be like God? 

Eve didn’t have a problem with sweets. She had a problem with sin. And so do we. Created in 

the very image of God, we still seek to be Him rather than bask in our God-given glory of being 

like Him. We demand to outrank Him and enthrone ourselves—little lords of our own 

dysfunctional lives. 
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We do it slowly and subtly, uniquely and creatively (we are made in the Creator’s image after 

all.) But the result is always the sacrifice of intimacy with a God who created us to know and 

be known. 

9. In what areas of your life are you most tempted to try to “be like God” instead of to 

live “in the image of God”? Try to resist the temptation to say every area in response 

to this question. The more specific we will dare to be before our God, the more we 

open ourselves up so that He can meet us in those areas. What is at least one thing 

going on in your life right now where you are tempted to react or respond according to 

your own understanding instead of according to God’s wisdom and ways? (Keep in 

mind that we don’t have to be outwardly “disobedient” or “bad” to be living outside of 

reliance upon God.) 

10. Read Proverbs 3:5-8. Ask God what it would look like to acknowledge Him in the 

situation that you named above. Can you trust Him instead of leaning upon your own 

understanding? 

The hearts of His people have indeed gone astray. And with them, creation has gone awry. No 

longer does our world run by God’s original design. Thankfully the God who once rested in the 

perfection of His creation also rose to meet us in our deepest need. 

The Promise (Genesis 3:14-24) 

Read about the consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in Genesis 3:14-24. 

In the merciful grace of God, the promise comes right on the heels of the problem. 

11. As God addressed the serpent for deceiving Adam and Eve, He spoke of a future 

conflict between the serpent and the woman’s offspring. 

à What did God say would happen in that conflict? 

à Who is that “serpent of old” according to Revelation 12:9? 

à Who was “born of a woman” according to Galatians 4:4-5? 
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12. In light of all of that, what promise was God making way back in Genesis 3? How was 

that promise kept? 

13. Read Romans 5:17-19. How did Jesus’ actions relate to Adam’s choice? 

The Lord is not a cold deity up in heaven offering superficial hope to His creation. Ours is a 

God who knelt in the dust to create His people. Generations later, His holy heel would tread 

the dust again. The LORD walked among His people as a Man, as the Christ, as the Seed, 

come to set His precious people free from the trappings of our own sin and the enemy’s 

deceit. He would indeed strike the serpent’s head. But the serpent would also deal a mortal 

wound. 

14. Remember that Jesus has existed eternally with the Father. Since when has Jesus 

been “slain” according to 1 Peter 1:17-21. What does that tell you about when He 

decided that He was willing to die to rescue mankind? 

God’s dicipline and promise was not a knee-jerk reaction to a blip in the radar. He had 

prepared the promise even before the problem. Man may have walked away, but God was not 

willing to sit back and let His people go. 

15. What does it mean to you that God was willing to do whatever it took to save you 

from sin and draw you back to Himself? 

If God has intervened so powerfully, if His intentions were so good and His provision is so 

complete, what are we to make of these still-broken bodies and this still-broken world? We 

have the redemption: we are rescued from the death our sin deserved. But we await the 

restoration—when Christ comes back, riding on the clouds, and renewing this world to its 

intended state. 

16. Why does Jesus tarry according to 2 Peter 3:8-10? 
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Even His delay is grace. 

The promise has been made. The promise has been kept. The promise will be kept. 

Today we have explored the depth of the problem in order to understand the gravity of the 

promise. As we go forward through this study, we will watch the promise unfold step-by-step 

in the story of God’s people throughout the Old Testament. 


