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Lesson 5: The God Who Sanctifies 
(Exodus 19-Deuteronomy 34) 

I enjoy rules. I appreciate order. I thrive with clear expectations and the ability to meet them. 
Give me a recipe, and I’ll measure out to the eighth of a teaspoon. I love a deadline. I will read 
the entire staff handbook. IKEA furniture, with its step-by-step instructions, is my dream. (I 
also regularly break the speed limit and am not real fond of unsolicited advice, so let’s not go 
overboard here with the portrayal of my rule-following tendencies.)  

Rules give some of us a false sense of control. And self-sufficiency. And pride. 

Others will arch your backs, unwilling to succumb to the external pressure of rules and 
regulations. In a firm refusal to be hemmed in, you will toe the line and hop the fences. You 
might obey for fear of the consequences, but you will roll your eyes all the while. You watch 
us follow the instructions, and you think you’re better than us. And we watch you struggle 
with to assemble that IKEA furniture, and we think we’re better than you. 

So, we may as well all wave the white flag of surrender. The law-makers and the law-breakers 
are all in dire need of a better way of doing things.  

No boundary will heal the human heart. 

The Gift of the Law 

You read that title right. The gift of the Law. As the people of God living on this side of the 
cross of Christ, we’re quick to write the Law off as burdensome and taxing. We are right to 
be grateful for the freedom we have in Christ, but we are wrong if we’re assuming the Law 
was a hindrance to the people of God.  

The Law bound them together as a nation. It established God as their God. It gave them 
access to their Creator. It was the LORD’s kindness to His people for the age in which they 
lived. 

I’ll use the terms “Law” and “Old Covenant” interchangeably. The Law was established as part 
of the covenant that God made with Moses and the Israelites on Mount Sinai after He had 
delivered them from their bondage in Israel. 

1. Look back to Genesis 17:7 and compare it to Exodus 19:5-6. How long would 
God’s covenant with Abraham be in effect? What was different about God’s 
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covenant with the Israelites through Moses in Exodus? What was required of 
Abraham? What was required of the Israelites? 

While the Abrahamic Covenant was solely dependent upon the faithfulness of God. The Old 
Covenant (or the Law) required something of the people of Israel. 

The Old Covenant is another example of the suzerain / vassal treaty that was common in the 
ancient, near eastern world. It established God as the suzerain, or lord, over the nation of 
Israel. As their Leader, God then explained, in the terms of the covenant—what He would 
require of His vassal (the nation of Israel). To this point, they had existed only as a single 
family and then as slaves in Egypt. The Law gave them guidelines for operating as a newly 
independent nation. With the calendar and feasts that were ordained by the Lord, their 
Suzerain organized their time. And with the instructions for the Tabernacle, the Suzerain 
gave instructions to the nation about how to enthrone their LORD in their midst.1 

In essence, the Old Covenant introduced the idea of the “kingdom of God” as it established 
God as the King of the newly formed nation of Israel. 

2. By what name is the Lord called in Leviticus 22:31-33? Consider the definition of 
the word translated sanctifies: “to consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be 
hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate.”2 What else did God do for His 
people through the Law? 

The Old Covenant served to set the people apart. God was calling them His own and marking 
them as such with the external requirements of the Old Covenant. 

That He Might Dwell In Their Midst 

One gift of the Law was the provisions that it gave for worship. As part of that provision, God 
gave the instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle (Exodus 25-27). 

3. Read Exodus 25:8-9. What was God’s purpose in giving them the Tabernacle? 

Look at the attached diagram of the Tabernacle. Curtains enclosed the outer court of the 
Tabernacle. The Tabernacle itself was made up of two rooms: the Holy Place and the Most 
Holy Place, which were divided by a veil. Behind the veil or curtain, in the Most Holy Place, was 
the Ark of the Covenant covered by the Mercy Seat. 
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4. From Exodus 25:22, what was the significance of the Ark of the Covenant? 

5. Skip ahead to Exodus 40:34-38. What happened after the Tabernacle was 
completed according to the Lord’s commands? 

6. From Hebrews 9:6-7, who was able to enter into the Most Holy Place? How often 
was he able to enter? 

The gift of the Law allowed a holy God to dwell among His unholy people. But the holiness of 
God made the Most Holy Place nearly inaccessible. Man could not come freely into His 
Presence because His holiness was too much for their feeble flesh to bear. 

As a result, the Lord gave His people instructions for worship. The sacrificial system taught 
the Israelites how to approach the holy God in their midst. (See the book of Leviticus.) The 
gift of the Law gave them access to a holy God. However, the Law’s ability was limited in 
scope. 

7. What was the sacrificial system unable to do according to Hebrews 10:1-4? 

The Old Covenant didn’t fail. Our God didn’t fail. But His people did fail to keep His commands. 
In Exodus 20, we find the Ten Commandments, which begin with the first commandment: 
“You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3), yet even in that, the Israelites would 
fail time and time and time again. 

Wouldn’t we all? 

8. What other “gods” do you worship? We don’t likely construct shrines to idols 
(though if we do, we should certainly stop), but consider your time, energy and 
priorities. What does the way you spend your life suggest about what you 
worship? What takes precedence over your relationship with the Lord? 

9. What does Romans 8:3 teach about the weakness of the Law? Was the Law 
itself weak? What failed with regard to the Old Covenant? 
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Man’s wayward ways, even with the presence of God in their midst, kept them from enjoying 
God’s best for them. 

After the Exodus and the covenant at Mount Sinai, the Israelites built the Tabernacle and 
organized themselves according to God’s commandments (Exodus 19-Numbers 12). Then, 
when the Israelites were poised to enter the Promised Land, fear and doubt caused them to 
refuse (Numbers 13). As a result, they wandered around in the wilderness until the entire 
generation of adults who had experienced the Exodus had died. They ended up spending 
about forty years in the wilderness (Numbers 14-Deuteronomy 34). 

While man’s faithlessness may have weakened the Old Covenant and its ability to bring 
lasting peace between God and His people, the faithfulness of God never wavered. 

In Deuteronomy, Moses spoke to the next generation of Israelites who would enter the 
Promised Land. He reiterated the laws and ordinances of God, and He laid out for the them 
the blessings and curses that would be theirs for obedience and disobedience of God’s 
ways. He foretold the exile, that time that the Israelites would spend in bondage in another 
nation as a consequence of their disobedience, and then he spoke of the faithfulness of God 
to draw them back to Himself. 

Read Deuteronomy 30:1-10. 

10. What did Moses say that God would do in Deuteronomy 30:6? How did the 
prophets Ezekiel and Jeremiah (who lived under the Old Covenant) elaborate on 
this promise in Ezekiel 36:26-27 and Jeremiah 31:31-34? 

The Old Covenant was a gift from God, and while His people would ultimately fail to uphold it, 
God did not fail in it. And even while His people were living under the Old Covenant, God was 
moving His story toward His promised redemption of mankind—a complete redemption, a 
perfect redemption. 

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul wrote about the significance of the Law, and its role in the 
plan and purpose of God. 

11. Read Galatians 3:15-29. 

à Did the Old Covenant invalidate God’s covenant with Abraham? (3:17-18) 

à What did Paul write was the purpose of the Law? (3:19-24) 

à According to Galatians 4:4-7, what changed “when the fullness of time had 
come”? 
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Seed of Woman, Son of God 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent the Seed—born of woman, descended from 
Abraham, living under the Law of the Old Covenant. 

12. What does John 1:14 tell us about Jesus? What do we see in Him? (Side note for 
those of you that find these things interesting: that word translated “dwelt” in 
the ESV is the Greek word for “tabernacled.” God tabernacled among the people 
in the Man of Christ.) 

The Seed of woman was the Son of God. He was no less holy than the Presence that dwelt in 
the Tabernacle of the Israelites. But that holiness of God wrapped Himself in the humble skin 
of the Seed of the woman. Taking the form of man, He came to us that we might come to 
Him. 

13. Read Hebrews 10:11-18. What did Jesus do with regard to the sacrifices 
required under the Law? Why are the sacrifices of the Old Covenant no longer 
required for the forgiveness of sin? 

When that sacrifice was complete, something extraordinary happened. Something 
supernatural. Something miraculous. 

14. During Christ’s crucifixion, what happened to the veil that separated the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place in the Temple according to Matthew 27:50-51? 
What does Hebrews 10:19-22 explain as the significance of that? 

The holiness of God that we see so clearly in the power of His Presence dwelling in the 
Tabernacle did not lessen with the coming of Christ. God will sacrifice none of His glory. But 
by the perfect sacrifice of His Son, the Seed, He has made us clean by the blood of the 
perfect Lamb. And then, in a turn of events that should be shocking, He makes us the 
temples—the tabernacles—of His Spirit.  

15. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 and Romans 8:9-11. What does it mean to you that, if 
you have accepted Christ’s perfect sacrifice on your behalf, He has made you 
holy and sent His Spirit to reside within you? Consider the power of the Presence 
that dwelt in the Tabernacle of Israel. How should His Presence change your life? 
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Wrap-Up 

The sacrifice is complete. The forgiveness is perfect. We have been washed by the blood of 
the most perfect Lamb of God. Our sins have been forgotten. His righteousness has been 
draped around our sin-stooped shoulders. In Christ, God sees us as holy and redeemed. It’s 
the reality of our state. 

But if you’re anything like me, you still look in the mirror and see the image of God marred by 
the sins of self.  

Look again at Hebrews 10:14: “For by a single offering He has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified.” Completely perfected. Still being refined. We must bend again to 
the tension without sacrificing the truth. The God who Sanctified the Israelites through the 
external requirements of the Law (Leviticus 22:31-33) is still the God who Sanctifies His 
people. His intentions have not changed. He still wants a people set apart for Himself. But 
with the coming of the Seed, the method has changed. Now He sends His Spirit to dwell 
within those who’ve been made righteous by the perfect sacrifice. 

And when the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Power, the Spirit of Christ, takes up residence in 
these vessels made of dust, the image bearers are made to reflect that image more and 
more clearly. 

16. We can get caught up in the externals. We may wish for a law of conduct to make 
ourselves look more holy. But the reality is that God has placed His Spirit within 
us and is shaping us to look more and more like Christ. Spend a moment now in 
prayer, and ask the Lord to show you one area of your life where He has made you 
look more like Jesus. Where do you bear fruit in a way that brings God joy? Close 
your eyes and ask your Father to bring to mind a moment in your life in the past 
week when you reflected that image of God that you were created to display. He 
delights to see His daughters looking more like His Son. 

 

1 Epic of Eden, p. 175. 
2 "H6942 - qadash - Strong's Hebrew Lexicon (NASB)." Blue Letter Bible. Web. 22 Feb, 2019. 
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The Tabernacle 
 
 

The Court of the Tabernacle 

The Court of the Tabernacle (Exodus 27:9-19) was accessible to all Israelites. They entered 
by one gate on the eastern end of the court. 

A. The bronze altar (Exodus 27:1-8) was the first furnishing the Israelites saw as they 
entered the court. It had four horns on each of its corners to which the animals were 
tied when they were sacrificed. In the altar was a grate. The burning coals were placed 
under the grate, and the sacrifice was laid on top of the grate. 

B. The bronze laver or basin (Exodus 30:17-21) was filled with water. The priests 
washed their hands and feet before they entered the Tabernacle or approached the 
altar to offer sacrifice so that they would not die. 

The Tabernacle itself (which is sometimes referred to as the Tent of Meeting) was a tent 
divided into two sections: the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, which were separated by a 
veil. 

The Holy Place (Exodus 26:31-34) 

Only the priests could enter the Holy Place. They entered daily to perform the required tasks. 

C. The lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40) was made of pure gold and held seven lamps. 

D. The table of showbread (Exodus 25:23-30) was located inside the Holy Place and 
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made of acacia wood covered with gold. The bread of the Presence was kept on it, 
before the Lord at all times. Every Sabbath, twelve loaves of bread representing the 
twelve tribes of Israel were placed on it, and at the end of the week, the priests ate 
the bread.i 

E. The altar of incense or the golden altar (Exodus 30:1-10) was overlaid with gold as 
well. The priest placed the burning coals from the bronze altar (see A) on the golden 
altar. The high priest burned fragrant incense every morning and evening, so that the 
aroma rose before the Lord perpetually. The altar also had four horns, like the bronze 
altar. Once a year, the high priest made atonement at the golden altar by placing the 
blood of the bull and goat on the horns of the altar (Leviticus 16:18-19).ii 

The Holy of Holies 

Behind the veil inside the Tabernacle was the Holy of Holies. Only the high priest was allowed 
the enter the Holy of Holies, and he was only allowed to enter it once a year on the Day of 
Atonement (also known as Yom Kippur). 

F. The ark of the covenant (Exodus 25:10-16) was placed inside the Holy of Holies. It 
held the tables of the covenant (or the Law as it was given to Moses), and the author 
of Hebrews tells us that it also contained Aaron’s rod and a golden jar holding manna 
(Hebrews 9:4). 

On top of the ark of the covenant was the mercy seat or the atonement cover 
(Exodus 25:17-22) made of pure gold with two cherubim on either end, facing each 
other. It was from the mercy seat that the Lord met with Israel: “There I will meet with 
you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the 
ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in 
commandment for the people of Israel” (Exodus 25:22). 

After Moses and the Israelites finished constructing the Tabernacle according the Lord’s 
instructions, “the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle” (Exodus 40:34). Throughout all the journeys of the Israelites through the 
Wilderness, there was the cloud of glory by day and the fire of glory by night on the 
Tabernacle. The location of the glory determined Israel’s movements. If the glory rested, so 
did Israel, but “whenever the cloud was taken up, the sons of Israel would set out” (Exodus 
40:36-38.)  

 
 

i John MacArthur. The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Hebrews (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 1983) 222. 
ii MacArthur 222. 

                                                        


